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Since 1994, October has been celebrated as LGBT
History Month in the United States, thanks in large
part to one Missouri high school history teacher. The
teacher, Rodney Wilson, chose the month because
National Coming Out Day was already a well-
established event, taking place every year on October
11. Dozens of early adopters gave momentum to
Wilson’s notion and infused it with the strength to carry
on, as it still does to this day.

Here at the Center, we'’re
proud of our own role

in celebrating LGBT
history. Ever since the
‘Gay Community Center of
Philadelphia’ was founded 35 years ago, the Center
has maintained a library and archives. The project

was begun by Rusel Silkey, using his own collection of
LGBT material, and he continued to oversee the Library
through the 70s. As the Center moved from location

to location over the decades, the archives moved with
it, growing in the process. Silkey’s original collection
laid the groundwork for what is now one of the largest
collection of LGBT publications and ephemera in
America.

Today, Bob Skiba serves as the Center’s volunteer
archivist, poring over photographs, magazines,
newspaper clippings and more. Skiba has begun
working with the Conservation Center for Art & Historic
Artifacts. Over the next year, the Conservation

Center will assess the William Way’s collections and

T History every October — and
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its needs, making suggestions for their maintenance
and preservation. This assessment will be critical for
securing funding in the future.

Renamed in 2009 the John J. Wilcox, Jr. Library &
Archives, in honor of the longtime Center supporter,
the Archives are a national treasure. Several times a
month, Skiba is contacted by media and other archives
from all over the country, as well as students from

Here at the Center We’re grade school through grad school.
proud of our own role in
Ce|ebratin9 LG BT hiStOl’y collection, eventually creating a searchable

As for future plans, volunteers will continue
the long process of cataloging the

database. Pieces will also be digitized,
reducing stress on the original documents and making
them available to distant researchers. Like all archives,
the Center will have to address the matter of ‘born
digital’ content, such as online articles and blogs.

He’s quick to point out, “Archives are not just for
headline news. They are things that document
individual lives. It’s like figuring out someone’s life,
piecing together the history of the city.” Like its
people, the city’s history and its LGBT history are not
to be separated, which is why Skiba is also working
to give the Archives even more of a presence in
mainstream Philadelphia.
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Volunteer Orientation

Volunteer Orientation is a
monthly information session for
new volunteers to learn about the

Center and the various ways to
get involved. Call (215) 732-2220
to register.

Volunteer Velada & Dinner
Help us fold and assemble our

monthly mailing. It’s a big job
and we need your help!

Way Gay U: Course Listing:
To sign up for one or more go to
www.waygay.org

Recurring Programs
Bridge Club (FREE)

“Party Bridge” for the

experienced player. Reservations On display Sep 8 — Oct 28, 2011
required. Call (215) 732-2220 to Bowman perceives a natural

RSVP. sense of time and place unique

to the image. His photos reflect

a comfortable rapport with his
subjects and his fine art nudes
possess a sculptural, erotic design.
Bowman will be displaying new
works as part of this exhibition. His
body of work currently consists of
portraiture, fashion lifestyles and fine
art. FREE.

Chess Club

This is a new inclusive group
seeking players of all skill levels
interested in socializing and
working on their game. (Free)

LGBT Age 50+ Rap Session

This is a unique forum where
people can discuss their feelings
and experiences related to being
LGBT and age 50 + in a casual,
open and non-judgmental
environment. This new outlet has
been created by and for older
adults. Stop in to share what’s
on your mind and to just listen to
what others have to say.

Wed, October 19, 7 - 8pm

The Man Who Fell in Love with the
Moon is a beautifully told, mythic
tale that is as well a profound
meditation on sexuality, race and
man’s relationship to himself and
the natural world. A novel huge in
its imaginative scope and daring in
its themes. The narrator is Shed,
or Duivichi-un-Dua, a half-breed
bisexual boy who makes his living
at the Indian Head Hotel in the
little turn-of-the-century town of
Excellent, Idaho. Free.

Library

Over 10,000 LGBT themed
books and DVDs available for
check out. (Free)

Mornings OUT Senior Social

(FREE)

Mon, October 3, RSVP for time
(1st Mondays through December)
This group is in partnership with
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
and will provide LGBT cancer
patients, families and friends in the
Greater Philadelphia region with
opportunities to share experiences,
exchange information, gain
support, information, education and
networking at the Center. The group
is facilitated by Kelly Harris, MSS,
LCSW. For more information and
to register, please contact llana
Benyosef, LSW 610-238-0360 ext.
232 or ilana.benyosef@lls.org

A social/educational group
for older men with occasional
outings, speakers and events.
Light refreshments served.

Mah-jongg (FREE)

For experienced and new
players. Mah-jongg is a game
of skill, strategy, calculation,
and luck for four players.
Reservations required call (215)
732-2220.

Sat, October 15, 11am-5pm
Come join the ‘pride’ at the
Philadelphia Zoo for a day of fun
for all ages, including live music
from The Broozers, puppetry and
storytelling. And of course, not to
be missed: the animals! Tickets are
$13. Go to www.waygay.org for
more information.

Fri, October 21, 6-8pm

Join the guys for a night out at
PAFA for the opening reception of
*here.” This exhibition considers
how “place” is not simply the
geographic locality where an artist
lives and works but also the juice
of lived experience—the subject
matter, material, concepts and
freedoms that this space provides.
Recognizing how place influences
and infiltrates each artist’s work

in diverse and complicated ways,
*here.” explores how a sense of
place exists in the work of artists
from six particular regions—
Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Phoenix,
Raleigh-Durham, Detroit and Kansas
City. We’ll meet at the Center at
6pm then walk to PAFA (0.8 miles)
for this special reception. RSVP is
required to pblore@waygay.org or
215-732-2220. This diverse group
of GBT men meets monthly for
social and cultural opportunities of
interest.

Sat, October 1, 6pm-9:30pm
William Way’s annual gala and
fundraiser takes place this year

at the gorgeous and newly
renovated Arts Ballroom in the
Arts Condominium Tower located
at 1324 Locust St. Catered by
Stephen STARR Events with music
from the Philadelphia Freedom

Robb Reichard, Executive Director of AIDS Fund, addresses a packed house at
the opening reception of “1981-Until It’'s Over”, an exhibit of the John J. Wilcox, Jr.
Archives. The exhibit with be on display through the end of 2011.

Band, the evening is sure to be

a magical experience. Individual
tickets with unassigned seating
may be purchased at http://www.
waygay.org/events/ib2011.asp

or 215-732-2220, M-F, 9am-5pm.
Cornerstone members may contact
mpomante@waygay.org to receive
2 complimentary tickets. All guests
receive complimentary admission to
IndiGoGo Dance Party immediately
following the Ball.

Sat, October 1, 9pm-2am
Trocadero Theatre, 1003 Arch St
William Way LGBT Community
Center is proud to announce

the first annual IndiGoGo Dance
Party!!l!l Come one, come all to our
massive 5-hour dance party with
DJ Chip Dish and performances
from Dumpsta Players & Liberty
City Kings. $15 advanced (or $20
at the door), or new members may
sign up for a $35 annual William
Way Membership and receive two
free tickets to IndiGoGo. All guest
receive after-party admission to
Voyeur Nightclub at 1221 St. James
St. Get your tickets at http://
indigogo.waygay.org or 215-732-
2220, M-F, 9am-5pm. Proceeds
benefit the Center!!

On view Sep 15 - Dec 31, 2011
2011 marks the 30th year of the
AIDS epidemic, as well as the

25th annual AIDS Walk Philly,
scheduled for October 16th.

To help commemorate these
significant milestones, the Center
has partnered with the AIDS Fund
which has developed a multimedia
display of pictures, newspaper
clippings, personal stories, videos,
and artwork titled “1981-Until It’s
Over...” The scope of this project
goes beyond AIDS Fund’s history to
encompass the history of HIV/AIDS

in Philadelphia and the U.S. The
exhibition will be on display from
September-December and is free
and open to the public.

Sat, October 15, 4-7pm

This guided discussion on all issues
which impact lesbian, bisexual and
questioning women will provide an
opportunity to address a variety

of topics including but not limited

to sexuality, role playing, politics,
relationships, etc... No subject is off
limits! Each question will be written
on a 3 by 5 index card and folded

in half and cards will be picked
randomly by the co-facilitators, Trina
Dorman and Yvette Lassiter, MSW,
and read to the group at large.
FREE. RSVP is required to info@
waygay.org or 215-732-2220 as
space is limited.

Sun, October 16, 11am

Meet at the Center for a mile stroll
to Poe’s house to explore his literary
work and his Philadelphia home,
which is located at 7th and Spring
Garden. Did you know that the
most productive years of Poe’s life
were spent in Philly? Come join this
all-inclusive group lead by long-
time WWCC volunteer Pearlette
Toussant. FREE. Rsvp to info@
waygay.org.

Sat, October 15th, 10am

This is an opportunity for a day’s
ride through the fall leaves along

the rail trails of the Poconos. The
Lehigh Valley Gorge is accessible
just north of Jim Thorpe. Outbike
New Jersey will be doing the ride, so
this is a chance to meet some not-
quite-local cyclists. The park is the
starting point for the rail trail. The

Lehigh Valley Gorge Trail runs 25
miles up a gentle 2% grade to White
Haven for a total distance of 50
miles round trip. The ride will start in
the parking area within Glen Onoco
Park. We will ride the Lehigh Valley
Gorge Trail to White Haven for lunch
at a restaurant before the trip back
downhill. This ride is for mountain
bikes and hybrids, not road bikes.
The trails are loose gravel and
cinders, with some hard-packed
earth portions. Bike Rental Only -
$27.95 p.p. Lehigh Gorge Shuttle
Only - $17.50 p.p. Bike Rental &
Lehigh Gorge Shuttle - $39.95 p.p.
Cost: lunch, gas + tolls (+$17.50

for the van option). Contact Jim
Gerhard at 215-625-0521 or email
him at jegerhard@verizon.net.

Sat, October 15, 8am

Back by popular demand, we

will head up toward Hamburg,
Pennsylvania to the Pinnacle which
is the along the Lehigh Valley portion
of the Appalachian Trail. The fall
foliage should be at its peak! We will
meet at the William Way Community
Center at 8 a.m. sharp. This is a
wonderful hike with a strong “uphill”
climb at the beginning of the day
hike (with a few large rocks and
boulders), and mostly flat thereafter,
along a mountain ridge with several
great views of the surrounding valley
below us. (Plan on bringing lunch
and water.) Cost is carpool expenses
for gas and tolls $10 -15 per person.
Dinner costs, if you stay, will be
under $20. Drivers are needed for
car pooling. Contact Bert for more
info and to make a reservation and
traveling arrangements. He can be
reached at bert12345@comcast.net
or by phone at 215-271-8822.

Sat, October 8 & 22, 4-6 pm
(Every 2nd & 4th Sat of the month)
Join this free group for a monthly

workshop and discussion to develop
your unique queer voice via the
written word at the Center. Contact
Candice for information at 215-732-
2220 or info@waygay.org. FREE.

Sat, October 22, 7pm

Join us as we welcome back
Transylvanian Nipple Productions,
Philadelphia’s Rocky Horror Picture
Show cast, as they host an evening
of Rocky Horror performed live,

in front of the screen! $10 for
members/$12 for non-members.
Costumes are strongly encouraged.
215-732-2220 to register or online
at www.waygay.org

Sun, October 23, 3-5pm

(Every 4th Sunday of the month)
For LGBT 50+ folks. A monthly
social and discussion group at the
Center. Light refreshments will be
served and feel welcome to bring
other food.

Fri, October 14 & 28, 7 pm
(Every 2nd & 4th Fri of the month)
Support group for transmen, those
born female with gender identity
questions, and female-to-male
(FTM) transsexuals. FREE.

Wed, October 19, 5:30 -7:30 pm
Dr. Mathew Wolfson, a well known
Chiropractor in the neighborhood
(11th & Spruce) will join us at
6:00pm. Dr. Mat will provide
information on improving overall
health and wellness, stress
management, and the importance
of posture. Please tell a friend

and take this opportunity to learn
more about how to stay healthy.
Women’s Wednesdays is a senior
social for women 50 and over. Light
refreshments served.

Pastoral Care

Do you frequently feel lost, stuck,
confused, anxious, blue, or
without purpose? Do some of
your most important relationships
feel unhealthy to you? The
William Way Community Center
has a Pastoral Counseling
volunteer available, at no cost

to you, to listen and help you

on your journey to clarity and
joy. Pastoral Counseling will be
available at the Center starting

in September. Please call for

an appointment or drop-in to

the Center during those hours
(drop-in sessions are on an “as
available” basis). (There is an
8-session maximum per client.)
For more info, or to schedule an
appointment, please email Scott
at wwcounselingintern@gmail.
com or call the Center at 215-
732-2220 to leave a message for
Scott.

Peer Counseling

One-to-one confidential
counseling. We help with

issues such as coming out,
sexual identity and expression,
relationships, family issues,
isolation, substance abuse, HIV/
AIDS, legal issues, health and
safety concerns. This is a free
and confidential service. 215-
732-TALK (8255).

PhilaVentures Wissahickon
Hike

An opportunity for walking at a
moderate pace with a talkative
group of LGBT people who like
fresh air and exercise. Some
ups/downs and uneven paths.
Meet at former Border’s Books in
Chestnut Hill.

TransWay (FREE)

A weekly social group for the
transgender and genderqueer
community.

Rainbow Buddhist Meditation
(FREE)

For Buddhists and those
interested in Buddhism.
Meditation and discussion.

Rapid HIV Testing (FREE)

Walk-in confidential HIV testing
using the OraQuick Advance
oral swab test (no blood draw).
Testing process takes 30- 45
minutes. Results provided during
the appointment.




